	Human Rights Unit, Research Journalism Initiative


	Unit Title: Exploring the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

Course and Grade Level(s):  High School Social Studies
Approximate length:  2-3 weeks


 RJI Resources:  Autobiographical radio, film, writing and photography by students in Nablus, RJI Digital Video Conference (DVC).  Technological and research resources through Taking IT Global, the United Nations’ “Cyber Schoolbus,” and other global resource websites.
	Big Ideas:   The challenges of UDHR compliance, human rights violations and challenges in the Middle East


	Enduring Understandings: 
· Articles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) are violated often in the Middle East and other parts of the world

· The success of the UDHR depends on individuals and organizations who work toward increasing compliance across the world

· Many individuals living in oppression are uneducated about the UDHR articles being violated in their lives

· In spite of myriad cultural and political differences across the globe, there are certain “inalienable rights” which are true for all humans

· Even supposedly “forward-thinking” countries like the U.S. have not worked to full UDHR compliance


	Essential Questions:
· Is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights still relevant in Palestine and other parts of the world?

· Who decides what is a universal human right—or a violation of one?

· How can humans create cultures of UDHR compliance across the world?


	Activities:  Students will…
· View photography, radio and film projects by students in Nablus, in each case trying to identify the UDHR articles being violated

· Conduct a live DVC with students in Nablus, to hear their stories of human rights abuses.  Identify the UDHR articles being violated

· Compare media representations of human rights abuses in Israel and Palestine (see Media Literacy Unit for more suggestions)

· Research the work of the United Nations to improve UDHR compliance in the Middle East and other regions of the world

· Choose one or more UDHR articles which you feel strongly about, and develop a film project of your own to explore the problem—and solution—in a specific region of interest
	
	Skills/Benchmarks:  Students will gain competency in…
· Visual literacy—recognize UDHR violations in film, photography, and radio media

· Communication skills—engage in conversation across cultures about controversial topics with the spirit of inquiry and collaboration

· Media literacy/Critical thinking—compare media representations on human rights abuses with the primary source stories students are exploring through RJI

· Critical thinking—ability to identify bias and its origins in upbringing, etc., in all resources explored

· Technological research—exploration of a global range of online resource sites

· Technological creativity—use of Movie Maker, iMovie, Garage Band, etc. to develop a film project


	Authentic Assessment:
· Research paper exploring the UDHR and its relevance in the current Israeli-Palestinian conflict or other Middle Eastern region, including both global and primary sources.

· Film project on one or more UDHR articles (can be done as podcast, iMovie, etc.).  3-4 minutes long, including global statistics/facts, “big thinkers,” and a combination of text and imagery.  Be sure project includes organizations working toward compliance or other indications of activism and solution-building.


